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Croc on the Loose takes the reader back to the location and milieu of the author’s Far North Queensland childhood. Back to an innocent, carefree, pre-television era of farm kids and their dogs adventuring all over the countryside, giving life to their imagination in schemes that unwittingly drew in other members of their little communities with unpredictable and comical consequences.

When Sam catches a baby croc he intends releasing it back into the river. But Brett has other ideas and it eventually ends up in the pond of the one-teacher school residence. How to retrieve it without attracting the unwanted attention of the stern Mr Watson?

Discussion

· How is Toby the dog a very important character in the development of the plot? 

· Secondary characters are also necessary for plot development. What is the role of Brett’s disabled younger brother, Roley, in developing the storyline?

· Why was the apparently minor action of the passing car driver seeking bait from the boys of major importance to the story?

· What is the reader likely to think upon reading the closing paragraphs of the novel?

· How realistic is the boys’ fear of Mr Watson discovering the baby crocodile?

Extension Activities

· The author writes from her own experience as a child playing in the creeks despite the presence of crocodiles. Search the imprint page for details from which to calculate the period of her childhood.
· Draw the view the Ranger would have seen from the helicopter as he surveyed the river, its delta, the beaches and sea and the mangrove wetlands and adjacent farms.

· Make a list of sentences in which the verbs the author uses say a lot about the nature of the characters, eg: Jackie Blake fancied his chances. Sam slouched over and grabbed an iceblock wrapper. … he then sauntered down the yard towards the house.

· Write a profile of a teacher from your own experience; like Mr Watson, a teacher children were a little wary of.

· Write the notes the “Cairns Post” reporter may have made about the Centenary celebration and historic re-enactment as he interviewed Mr Watson and observed the event. Ensure that the notes cover the 5 w’s and Ih (who, what, when, where, why and how).

· Write the letter that Mr Ho might have sent to Sam about his ‘fishing dog’. (p.75)

· Mr Ho has a problem with carp in the creeks on his property which is why he is interested in Toby and his unusual ability to catch fish from the water. Through research, find out about carp and why they are a threat to native species of fish.

· The story is set in the Innisfail district, in the Wet Tropics of Far North Queensland. Produce a map of the coastal belt between Daintree River in the north to Cardwell in the south. It is an area of Australia’s highest rainfall and tallest mountains (after Mt Kosciusko).

· Read the companion novel, The Giant Scrub Python, which visits the same setting and features the same characters in another adventure.

· Following book research, produce a diorama of a close-up section of mangrove river bank, above and below water, complete with a crocodile and her nest.

CROC ON THE LOOSE ACTIVITY 1 CROCODILE FACT FILE
From available information resources, locate interesting basic facts about the Estuarine Crocodile (also known as the Saltwater Crocodile) to complete the creature profile below. 


ESTUARINE CROCODILE

Animal Class: ___________________

Scientific Name: _________________

Common Name: _________________

Location: ______________________________________________

Habitat: ________________________________________________

Appearance: ____________________________________________

_______________________________________________________

_______________________________________________________

_______________________________________________________

Length: ___________________ Weight: _____________________

Predators: _________________ Diet: _______________________

Movement: _____________________________________________

Reproduction: __________________________________________

Behaviour: _____________________________________________

_______________________________________________________

Special Features: ________________________________________

_______________________________________________________

CROC ON THE LOOSE ACTIVITY 2 TRIVIAL PURSUIT

Many schools like the little Curlew Creek school hold similar community festivities, often to raise funds for the school. A popular activity is trivia quizzes.

Carefully comb through the text to find the answers to the following Curlew Creek trivia.

1.   How long does it take to drive from Curlew Creek to the city of 

      Cairns? __________________

2.   Name the different species of fish caught by Toby.

      _____________________________________________________

3.   In which direction from Cairns is Mr Ho’s property?

      _______________

4.  How old was the boy Mr Ho when he fell out of the banana boat?

 _______________

5.  What methods did the Chinese use to try to scare off crocodiles?

 _____________________________________________________

6.  In which sport did Jackie Blake once win a medal?

 _________________________

7.  How much was Brett charging at the fete to see the baby croc?

 _______________

8.  Where did the helicopter land during the Ranger’s survey?

 _____________________________________________________

9.  Which newspaper did the reporter write for?

 _________________________

10.  What did Brett have attached to the back of his bike?

 _____________________________________________________

11.  What kind of shop did Jackie Blake’s family own?

 __________________________

12.  How much did the passing bait buyer give the boys?

 ________________

13.  What species of fish did Mr Ho hope Toby would eliminate?

 ________________

CROC ON THE LOOSE ACTIVITY 3 DEAR SIR
Imagine you are Mr Watson. Write a letter to the editor of the Cairns Post newspaper advising him of the forthcoming Centenary celebrations and the historic re-enactment and requesting him to send down a reporter to cover the events.

Format order: sender’s name and address, receiver’s name and address, date, salutation, body of letter, sign off.


_________

______________________


______________________


______________________





______________________


______________________


______________________





______________________





__________________________


_____________________________________________________________________


_____________________________________________________________________


_____________________________________________________________________


_____________________________________________________________________


_____________________________________________________________________


_____________________________________________________________________


_____________________________________________________________________


_____________________________________________________________________





____________________________











___________








